
Grammar Reflection # 1
Letter to Your Parents

 
What is the grammar reflection?
Your grammar reflection is done to help improve your writing. It will force you to 
pay attention to mistakes you make when you write in English class. Follow the steps 
for reflection and seek a meeting with Mr. Anderson if you would like to write your 
assignment over.
 
Where should you write your grammar reflection?
You should write your grammar reflection in the section of your notebook 
labeled “Grammar Reflection.” Title the reflection the name of the project you are 
working on. In this case your reflection will be named: “Grammar Reflection 1: “Letter 
to Your Parents.” Staple of connect this sheet to the page you are writing this reflection 
on.
 
What will you do?
For every grammar reflection I will give you a list of issues, grammar or structural, that 
may have come up frequently in the papers I graded. You should review the issues to 
help with your reflection. You will also have a list of questions to respond to. You should 
respond to these questions as thoroughly as possible in your grammar reflection section. 
 
Issues found 

1 . Follow directions. When you are given an assignment please make sure that you 
have completed all the requirements. In this assignment many people didn’t get 
their letters signed and didn’t use the proper letter format.

2 . Make sure your sentences and paragraphs are logical. Don’t skip from one topic 
to another mid-sentence of mid- paragraph. Organize your paragraphs around 
ideas that connect to each other

3 . Capitalize-proper nouns, at the beginning of sentences, and subjects. For instance, 
English should be capitalized because it is a subject.

4 . Don’t direct the reader. For example, Don’t write: In this letter I will tell you… 
Write: I learned a great deal in English class today. You don’t have to explain the 
assignment in your paper. Assume that the readers knows the assignment.

5 . Don’t use parentheses and commas to specify terms in your sentences. It is much 
easier to just incorporate definitions into a concise and appropriate sentence. For 
example, Don’t Write: The E.Q. (The Essential Question is the unit question. 
we will spend the entire class trying to uncover the E.Q.) is the most important 
question in class. Write: The E.Q. refers to the essential question. This is our unit 
question and will help us focus our ideas as we read different texts.

6 . Indent. Make sure that you move your writing into the margin whenever yo begin 
a new paragraph. After the initial sentence, the proceeding sentences should be 
written at the margins.

7 . Make sure you name and stream are on all you assignments.
8 . Abbreviations and terms to look for: CF or confusing means your sentence of 

paragraph is confusing and you should re-write. NA or not accurate means 
that you have the wrong information or ideas presented and you need to check 



your facts. SP or spelling means you have the incorrect spelling and you need to 
correct it. NN or not needed means you have added information that isn’t needed 
and too much. You should get rid of it because it doesn’t help your piece. Cap, 
letters underlined english mean that you need to capitalize. 

 
Response Questions
1) Find at least three issues you may have in your letter.
2) Reflect on the three issues you’ve identified. a) For each question write out the issue 
you are addressing. If it is a sentence write out the sentence, if it is paragraph write out 
the paragraph, or if is a phrase write out the phrase. (You can also print, cut, and paste 
chunks of writing onto the reflection page instead of hand writing them out) b) For each 
issue explain what the problem is and how you propose to correct the issue. c) Re-write 
the issue in this reflection page. (Again you can print, cut, and paste chunks of writing 
instead of hand writing them out.)   
3) If you had an opportunity to enhance your work, what would you add or subtract? 
Think of at least two aspects of your letter you could enhance by adding or subtracting an 
idea, paragraph, sentence, definition, etc. 
4) What do you think you did the best? What aspects of the letter do you feel 
represents your best effort? If you don’t feel like this your best work explain why it 
may not be? How could you prevent handing in work that doesn’t reflect you best?


